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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISTON OF CONSUMER AFFA IRS
BOARD OF REAL ESTATE A PPRAISERS

TN THE MATTER oF THE
SUSPENSION OR REvocATloN op 

:
THE LICENSE oR cERTlpycATlox 

Aumlnisyraylve ActlonOF

FINAL ORDER
OF DTSCIJOHN M . MEHA ,

RC00+53400 PLTNE

TO PRACTTCE AS A REAL ESTATE
APPRAISER IN THE STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

THIS MATTER was opened to New Jersey State Board of Rëal

Estate Appraisers (''Board'') upon receipt of information which the

Board has reviewed and on wbich Lhe following findings of fact and

conclusions law made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

a real estate appraiser in the State of N
ew

licensee at a11 times relevant hereto .

Tbe Board conducted continuing education audit

2006, asking a random samplïng of li
censees documentation

continuing education completed during the 2004-2005 licensing

period .

Respondent is

Jersey, and has been

Respondent submitted documentation
response this

audit, which was received on April 2006
.



4. Respondent did forward proof of successful completion of

the V-hour USPAP course .

Respondent submitted documentation of having completed a

total seven (J) credit hours continuing educatio
n prior to

December 31,

Respondent certïfïed upon respondent's 
renewal

application the 2006-2007 licensure 
renewal period that

respondent had completed the continuing educati
on requirement

during the previous biennial licensure renewal period .

Respondent certified upon respondent's 
renewal

application the 2006-2007 licensure 
renewal period that

respondent had completed a USPAP course
.

Respondent required pursuant N
.J .A .C . 13 :40A -5 . 3,

have completed the equivalent of fourteen classroom

hours instruction for each year during the period preceding

renewal. The continuing education completed must include either a

seven fifteen hour USPAP course
.

CONCLUSION S OF LAW

Respondent's failure to successfully coMplete continuing

education requirements for licensure duri
ng the 2004-2005 biennial

renewal period constitutes a violation of N
.J .A .C . 13 :40A -5

. 3,

subjecting

21(e) and

Respondent's



2006-December 2007 renewal cycle that respondent had

satisfied the continuing education requirement constitutes

violation of N .J .S.A . 45:1-21(b).

DTSCUSSION ON FINALTZATION

Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions
, a Provisional

Order of Discipline (nPOD'O was entered by this Board on March 21
,

2007 served upon Respondent . The POD subject to

finalization by the Board at 5:00 p
.m . on the 30th business day

following entry unless Respondent requested modificatio
n or

dismissal of the stated Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by

submitting a wrltten request for modification or dismissal setti
ng

forth in writing any and reasons why said findings and

conclusions should be modified or dismisaed and submitting any and

documents other written evidence supporting Respondent'
s

request for consideration and reasons therefor
-

Respondent submitted responses dated April 5
, 2007, Aprïl

2007 and May 2007 requesting a modification to the Findings of

Fact, Conclusions Law and proposed penalty and seeki
ng a

hearing. The Attorney General filed responses dated April 20
, 2007

and April 27, 2007 . Respondent argues that the findings of fact

are unproven, although he admits that he did not timely fulfïàl the

continuing education requirement and characterizes as a

**technical violation .'' However, the Board considered that the

Respondent belatedly fulfilled the continuing education requir
ement



has mitigated the proposed penalty of the POD 
and

is not imposing an active suspension
.

appears

complete the on-line bïennial renewal

m ann er

However, the Board's records indicaLe

renewed on-line and

assert

argue that he not

application, but does not go

which be renewed license
.

that Respondent's license was

that a written biennial renewal application w
a s

not received.

certifications from Cbarles

Further, the Attorney General has provided

Kirk, AssisLant Executïve Director
, and

Technology

Y

Manager, that Respondent

renewed on-line and answered

whether

requirement, and

Respondent had fulfilled

questlons

continuing education

concerning

by pressing ''Submit Answers'' key
, he

certified that information on the .biennial

and

acknowledged that

complete

renewal form were true

the best his knowledge
. Further, Respondent

the information was wilfully false
,

then he punish
ment and/or disciplinary

sanction, including license suspension/revocation or the imposition

penalties, may be provided by law
. Accordingly, the

Board finds

provlded

right

regardless of whether

the Respondent took responsibility for
an sw er s

the on-line renewal form
.

rely upon Respondent's answers and

Further, the Board has the

representations

they were transmitted electronlc me
an s o r

written formaL. notably, the Respondent falls short

would subject

Lapolla, InformationMaria

Additionally, Respondent

and, therefore,



that he renewed on-line; rather
, he merely

contesting the proofs which the State relies up
on regarding his

renewal. Accordingly
, the Board accepts these certifications and

finds that Respondent misrepresented bi
ennial renewal

application dated November 2005 that he timely completed the

continuing education requirement
.

Further, Respondent argues that failure f
ulfill the

continuing education requirements does not utouch directly upon the

performance duties a real estat
e appraiser'' and ,

therefore, does not constitute professional misconduct wlthin the

meaning of N .J.S.A. 45:1-21(b). The Board disagrees and finds that

continuing education plays an essential and i
mportant role in the

on-going proficiency of licensees and
, Lherefore, directly relates

and touches upon , the practice of this profession
, as well as

the condugt and performance of the licensee
.

also argues that the Board should take

into consideration the

excuse or mitigate

% techni cal ''

extenuating circumstances in August 2005 to

Respondent's noncompliance with what he ter
m s

requirement continuing education obligation .

The Board took into consideration that Respondent had two

completed some of the hours in

years

fulfill this mandate and indeed

November 2005 .

Respondent could have requested an

Further , Board

extension, but faïled to do so
.

the opinion that

Therefore, the Board was unpersuaded by Respondent's argument .

Finally , :he Respondent

contesting the fact



The submissions of Respondent and Attorney General were

reviewed by the board on May 8
, 2007 and Lbe Board determined that

furbher proceedings were unnecessary and that 
no material

discrepancies have been raised requiring an evidentiary hearing .

Respondent concedes that he did not timely fulfill the continuing

education requirement and has provided nothing but a bald assertion

to refute on-line certification as the context

biennial renewal .

Therefore, the Board. has determined that Respondent failed to

continuing education requirements and
, further,

misrepresented that he had met those requirements 
at

completing his on-line biennial renewal application . The POD does

not allege, nor does Board find that
, Respondent made

misrepresentations his response the audit
. However, the

Board has modified penalty response mitigating

information as not impose active suspension because

Respondent has demonstrated belated compliance with the continuing

education requirements .

timely meet

ACCORDINGLY, IT TS on this 2 k Vk day f -.s'ca-zx =  . 2007,o

ORDERED that:

A public reprimand is hereby imposed upon respondent for

the violation of N .J.S.A. 45z1-21(b), and

A civil penalty in the amount $1,750.00 hereby

imposed upon respondent
. Payment shall bé made by certified check



or money order payable to the nstate of New Je
rsey'' and forwarded

James Hsu
, Executive Director , Board of Real Estate

Appraisers, l24 Halsey Street
, Box 45032, Newark , New Jersey

07101 .

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF EAL ESTATE APPRAISERS

* oe

Jo A . M ccann
President

V


